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Drawing Charts/Graphs in MS Excel

MS Excel version used for this document:

Microsoft Office Excel 2010
Note: You can get detailed help for creating charts, or any other topic in Excel, by clicking the Help button in the upper right corner of the Excel window [image: image1.png]


.  Clicking Help will open a window where you can Search for any topic you need help with:
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1.  Open MS Excel 2010:
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2.  Create a table to contain the data representing the chart.  For example, assume that you want to create a graph of the linear function 
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.  Choose two columns in Excel to contain the values of the independent variable (x) and the dependent variable (y).  Enter the values of x you want to graph in the ‘x’ column:
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3.  In the ‘y’ column, enter the formula for calculating the corresponding y-values using the Excel format for making calculations using the Excel cell references:
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4.  To insert a mathematical function into the formula (such as a logarithmic function or a trigonometric function), use the Insert Function menu item and select the function from the Insert Function window:
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Choose a category from the Insert Function window, and then find the function you want to insert.  Note that the window gives a brief description of what the function does and how it is used so you can choose the function you want.  The natural logarithm function (LN) is shown below.
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To enter the function, click OK.  You can complete your insertion using the following window:
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Note that the window shows the argument of the function (Number = 45) and also the value of the function of the argument (LN(45) = 3.80666…).

Click OK to complete the insertion.

5.  Copy the formula to all corresponding cells in the ‘y’ column of the table:
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6.  You now have the table of data representing the function you want to graph:
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7.  You are now ready to make the graph.  Mark off the cells representing the function you want to graph; that is, mark off the table you have just created:
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8.  Select the type of chart you want to create.  Use the Insert…Charts menu option:
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Assume that for this example, you want to create a Line chart.  Click on the Line chart type in the Charts menu option; for example, 2-D Line Chart:
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Excel draws the chart:
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8.  Right-mouse-click on the chart:
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9.  Select Data
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10.  Remove x:
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Remove

Horizontal (Category) Axis Labels…Edit

[image: image20.png]s Labels

[

s label range:

sekctronge

3

[ concel





Select the x-column from data table:
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OK
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OK
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You can remove the Legend, if desired:  click on it and press Delete:
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11.  Enter names/titles/etc. as desired:

Click on the chart title and edit as desired:
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To add labels on the axes, click on the chart.  Chart Tools appear in the menu bar:
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Click on Chart Tools…Layout:
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Click on Axis Titles:
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Select Primary Horizontal Axis Title or Primary Vertical Axis Title as desired:
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Edit the title as desired.
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