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Add a Trendline to Charts/Graphs in MS Excel

MS Excel version used for this document:

Microsoft Office Excel 2007

Note: You can get detailed help for creating charts, adding Trendlines, or any other topic in Excel, by clicking the Help button in the upper right corner of the Excel window [image: image1.png]


.  Clicking Help will open a window where you can Search for any topic you need help with:
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1.  Open MS Excel 2007:
[image: image3.png]Home | Insert | Pagelayout  Fomnulas  Data  Review s Acobat

N NS = iﬁcc.lh D 8 A3 4 74

Puotfable Table || Pidure Clfp Shapes Smariart | Column Lne  Pie  Bar Area Scter Other | Hyperink | Tet Header Wordar Signature Object Symbol

P R A e Box &tooter - bme~
Tabies nustations o 5l ke Tt
AL ~ £ v
A B c D E B B ] 1 ) 3 L M N o D a R s

0 (0 N ;s w N e




2.  Create a table to contain the data representing the chart.  For example, assume that you want to create a graph of the linear function 
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.  Choose two columns in Excel to contain the values of the independent variable (x) and the dependent variable (y).  Enter the values of x you want to graph in the ‘x’ column:
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3.  Create the graph of the data.  In this example, we created the line graph below.
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4.  Add the Trendline for the graph.  Right-mouse-click on the line in the graph.  This will drop-down a menu from which you want to select ‘Add Trendline’:
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5.  Click Add Trendline.  This opens the Format Trendline window:
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6.  Select the Trendline Options you want to use for the trendline.  In the example above, we have selected a Linear Trend/Regression Type with Automatic insertion of the Trendline Name.  We have also selected the ‘Display Equation on chart’ option.

After you have made your selections, click the ‘Close’ button to close the ‘Format Trendline’ window.  You will now have the equation for the Trendline displayed on the graph:
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You can format the equation box by right-mouse-clicking on the box:
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